Table Reading Recommendations 2026

1. A Benedictine Legacy of Peace: The Life of Abbott Leo A. Rudloff by John Hammond (Conception Abbey)

2. Aflame: Learning from Silence by Pico Iyer (Newark Abbey)

3. A Full Life: Reflections at Ninety by Jimmy Carter (St. John’s Abbey)

4. Alexander Hamilton by Ron Chernow (Saint Anselm Abbey, NH)

5. A Whole Life in Twelve Movies: A Cinematic Journey to a Deeper Spirituality by Kathleen Norris and Gareth Higgins (St. John’s Abbey)

6. A Wild Path by Douglas Wood, (St. John’s Abbey)

7. Beauduin: A Prophet Vindicated by Sonya A. Quitslund (Conception Abbey)

8. Benedict XVI: A Life Volume One: Youth in Nazi Germany to the Second Vatican Council 1927–1965 by Peter Seewald (Our Lady of Dallas)

9. Beyond the Darkness: A Biography of Bede Griffiths by Shirley Du Boulay (Saint Anselm’s, DC)

10. Boniface Wimmer: Abbot of Saint Vincent in Pennsylvania by Father Oswald Moosmüller, O.S.B. (St. Benedict Abbey, Kansas)

11. Bread and Wine: Readings for Lent and Easter by C. S. Lewis and Eberhard Arnold,
(St. John’s Abbey)

12. Christmas at the Nativity by Pope Francis (St. John’s Abbey)

13. Edward Sorin by Marvin R. O’Connell (Conception Abbey)

14. Everyday Saints and Other Stories by Bishop Archimandrite Tikhon (Our Lady of Dallas)

15. Flannery O’Connor: Fiction Fired by Faith by Angela Alaimo O’Donnell (St. Bede)

16. Franklin and Winston: A Portrait of a Friendship by Jon Meacham (Conception Abbey)

17. Full of Fair Hope: A History of St. Mary’s Mission, Red Lake, Minnesota by Owen Lindblad (St. John’s Abbey)

18. Grant by Ron Chernow (Conception Abbey)

19. Guest of Honor: Booker T. Washington, Theodore Roosevelt, and the White House Dinner that Shocked a Nation by Deborah Davis (St. Bede)

20. Help My Unbelief by Fleming Rutledge (St. John’s Abbey)

21. Here: A Biography of the New American Continent by Anthony DePalma (Newark Abbey)

22. Humility Rules: Saint Benedict's Twelve-Step Guide to Genuine Self-Esteem by Father J. Augustine Wetta, O.S.B. (Our Lady of Dallas)

23. I Burned for Your Peace: Augustine's Confessions Unpacked by Peter Kreeft (Conception Abbey)

24. In the Lion's Den: The Life of Oswald Rufeisen by Nechama Tec (Conception Abbey)

25. Joan of Arc by Mark Twain (Our Lady of Dallas)

26. Monastery Mornings: My Unusual Boyhood among the Saints and Monks by Michael Patrick Breen (Saint Anselm’s, DC)

27. Monastic Ecological Wisdom: A Living Tradition by Samuel Torvend (Conception Abbey)

28. My Life with the Saints by James Martin, SJ (St. John’s Abbey)

29. Nicholas Black Elk: Medicine Man, Missionary, Mystic by Michael F. Steltenkamp (Newark Abbey)

30. Plunder: Napoleon's Theft of Veronese's Feast by Cynthia Saltzman (Conception Abbey)

31. Pray. Think. Act.: Make Better Decisions with the Desert Fathers by Father J. Augustine Wetta, O.S.B. (Our Lady of Dallas)

32. President Garfield: From Radical to Unifier by CW Goodyear (St. Mary’s Abbey)

33. Q: A Voyage around the Queen by Craig Brown (St. John’s Abbey)

34. Saints and Sinners: A History of the Popes by Eamon Duffy (St. John’s Abbey)

35. Schools for the Lord's Service: A History of the American-Cassinese Congregation of Benedictine Monasteries 1855–2023 by Jerome Oetgen (Newark Abbey and Conception Abbey)

36. Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln by Doris Kearns Goodwin (Our Lady of Dallas)
37. The Afternoon of Christianity: The Courage to Change by Tomáš Halík (Marmion Abbey)

38. The Benedictine Congregation of St. Ottilien: a short history of the monasteries, general chapters and constitutions, biographies of its Superiors General by Godfrey Sieber, O.S.B. (Conception Abbey)

39. The Bible: A Global History by Bruce Gordon (Saint Anselm Abbey, NH)

40. The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin by Daniel James Brown (Saint Anselm Abbey, NH)

41. The Catholic Martyrs of the Twentieth Century by Robert Royal (Saint Anselm Abbey, NH)

42. The Longest Psalm: Day-By-Day Responses to Divine Self-Revelation by Michael Casey, O.C.S.O. (Conception Abbey)

43. The Loves of Theodore Roosevelt by Edward O'Keefe (St. Mary’s Abbey)

44. The Promise of Deliverance: Reading Second Isaiah by Michael Casey (Conception Abbey)

45. The Pursuit of Happiness—God’s Way: Living the Beatitudes by Servais-Théodore Pinckaers (Conception Abbey)

46. The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis (Our Lady of Dallas)

47. The Shortest History of Italy by Ross King (St. Mary’s Abbey)

48. The Tears of Things: Prophetic Wisdom for an Age of Outrage by Richard Rohr (Marmion Abbey)

49. The Temperament God Gave You: The Classic Key to Knowing Yourself, Getting Along With Others and Growing Closer to the Lord by Art and Laraine Bennett (Our Lady of Dallas)

50. The Way of the Heart: The Spiritual Experience of André Louf by Charles Wright (Conception Abbey)

51. Toward Dawn: Essays in Hopefulness by Bishop Erik Varden (Marmion Abbey)

52. Vatican II: The Battle for Meaning by Massimo Faggioli, (St. Bede)

2

